
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

* * f * 

I n  the Matter of :  

A N  INVESTIGATION OF TOLL AND 1 
ACCESS CHARGE P R I C I N G  A N D  TOLL ) 
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS FOR 
TELEPHONE UTILITIES PURSUANT 1 
TO CHANGES TO BE EFFECTIVE 1 
JANUARY 1, 1 9 8 4  1 

CASE NO. 8838 

O R D E R  

P r o c e d u r a l  B a c k g r o u n d  

On D e c e m b e r  29, 1983,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i a s u e d  I t s  I n t e r i m  

Order  a p p r o v i n g  c e r t a i n  t a r i f f s  concerning access c h a r g e  pricing 

for  C i n c i n n a t i  B e l l ,  G e n e r a l  T e l e p h o n e  ( " G T E " )  , a n d  S o u t h  C e n t r a l  

Bell ( "SCB"). I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Cornmiss ion  r e q u i r e d  a l l  o t h e r  

L o c a l  E x c h a n g e  Companies ( " L E C s " )  to concur i n  SCB's i n t e r i m  

i n t r a s t a t e  access s e r v i c e  t a r  i f f  a n d  s u s p e n d e d  all o t h e r  proposed 

tariffs, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  proposed Nat lona l  E x c h a n g e  Carrier 

Association ("NECA") t a r i f f .  La t e r ,  on January 10, 1984 ,  t h e  

I n d e p e n d e n t  T e l e p h o n e  Group f i l e d  a motion for  reconsiderat ion to  
allow i ts  m e m b e r s  a n d  a n y  o t h e r s  t o  u s e  t h e  NECA t a r i f f  a p p r o v e d  

by t h e  Federa l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  ( "FCC") c o n c e r n i n g  

b i l l i n g  and c o l l e c t i o n s  rather t h a n  SCB's i n t e r i m  i n t r a s t a t e  

access s e r v i c e  t a r i f f .  On J a n u a r y  19, 1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i s s u e d  

a n  O r d e r  a m e n d i n g  i ts  December 29, 1983, I n t e r i m  Order a l l o w i n g  

t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  T e l e p h o n e  Group a n d  a n y  o t h e r  t e l e p h o n e  c o m p a n y  to  

u s e  t h e  NECA b i l l i n g  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n  t a r i f f  r a t h e r  t h a n  SCB's 

approved i n t e r  l m  t a r  i f f .  



On November 20 ,  1984,  t h e  Commission i 8 s u e d  an Order 

a l l o w i n g  all LECs e x c e p t  C i n c i n n a t i  Bell, GTE, a n d  SCB t o  adopt 

t h e  NECA T a r i f f  fo r  i n t r a s t a t e  u s e ,  a n d  o r d e r e d  t h o s e  p l a n n i n g  t o  

u s e  t h e  NECA t a r i f f  t o  file a v e r s i o n  of t h e  t a r i f f  t h a t  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  Order w i t h i n  30 days from the 

date  of t h e  O r d e r .  

I n  its p e t i t i o n  f o r  an e x t e n s i o n  of t i m e  f o r  f i l i n g  the 

t a r i f f s  as r e q u i r e d  in t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  Order of November 20,  

1984, the I n d e p e n d e n t  T e l e p h o n e  Group n o t e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  

Commiss ion  a l l o w e d  LECs t o  a d o p t  t h e  NECA t a r i f f  f o r  i n t r a s t a t e  

interLATA u s e ,  i t  f a i l e d  to specify t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of the 

l a t e s t  v e r s i o n  of t h e  NECA tariff i t  would allow t h e  LECs to  

follow, In i t s  Orde r  d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  15, 1985, t h e  Commiss ion  

s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  L E C s  u s i n g  t h e  NECA Access S e r v i c e  T a r i f f  adopt t h e  

r a t e s ,  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  for i n t r a s t a t e  i n t e r I A T A  use a s  

e f f e c t i v e  w i t h  t h e  FCC o n  May 2 5 ,  1984, except BS f o r  c e r t a i n  

m o d i f i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  to c o n f o r m  w i t h  t h e  C o r n m i s s i o n ' s  Order of 

November 2 0 ,  1984,  and as c e r t a i n  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  may be r e q u i r e d  i n  

s u b s e q u e n t  O r d e r s  of the Commiss ion .  

On F e b r u a r y  27, 1985, Duo C o u n t y  T e l e p h o n e  C o o p e r a t i v e  

f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  Commiss ion  its Access S e r v i c e  T a r i f f ,  PSC KY No. 

1A. In an Order  dated May 31, 1985, t h e  Commiss ion  approved Duo 

C o u n t y ' s  A c c e s s  Service T a r i f f  e f f e c t i v e  J u n e  I ,  1985 ,  excep t  

S e c t i o n  4 ,  End User A C C e 8 8  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  Section 8 ,  Billing a n d  

C o l l e c t i o n  Services. The C o m m i s s i o n  also ordered t h a t  Duo C o u n t y  

a n d  a l l  other LECs c o n c u r r i n g  w i t h  Duo County 's  Acceso Service 

T a r i f f  would c o n t i n u e  to  c o n c u r  with t h e  NECA's B i l l i n g  and 
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C o l l e c t i o n  S e r v i c e s  T a r i f f  o n  an  i n t e r i m  basis a s  approved by the 

Commission on  J a n u a r y  1 9 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  p e n d i n g  a n  Order o n  b i l l i n g  a n d  

co l lec t  i o n  m a t t e r s .  

On November 26, 1985, Duo C o u n t y  f i l e d  w i t h  the Commission 

for approval  a copy of a b i l l i n g  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  it a n d  AThT 

Communica t ions  for t h e  p e r i o d  January 1, 1986, t h r u  December 31, 

1988. The r a t e s  i n  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  were t h e  NECA r a t e s  as approved 

by the FCC e f f e c t i v e  June  1985, f o r  i n t e r s t a t e  b i l l i n g  and 

collection s e r v i c e s .  Between November 26 and December 31, 1985, 

several o t h e r  members of t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  Group  f i l e d  i d e n t i c a l  

agreements w i t h  the Commission for approval. On December 27 ,  

1985, t h e  Commiss ion  issued a le t te r  to Duo C o u n t y  and to the 

others who f i l e d  s i m i l a r  a g r e e m e n t s  w h i c h  rejected the a g r e e m e n t  

w i t h  AT&T for s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  i n c l u d i n g  the fact t h a t  the NECA 

r a t e s  proposed i n  t h e  a g r e e m e n t s  had n o t  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  by this 

Commission.  

On J a n u a r y  3, 1986, DUO C o u n t y  responded to t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n ' s  l e t t e r  of December 2 7 ,  1985, by s u p p l y i n g  C e r t a i n  

i n f o r m a t i o n  d e f i c i e n t  i n  t h e  November 26r 1985, f il ingo 

D i s c u s s i o n  

I n  i ts J a n u a r y  3 ,  1986,  l e t t e r  to  t h e  Commiss ion  Duo County 

responded to each of t h e  five o b j e c t i o n s  f rom the Commission's 

December 27, 1985, letter a n d  referenced the appropriate  

a t t a c h m e n t s  f i l e d  w i t h  i ts  l e t t e r .  I n  t h i s  r e s p o n s e  Duo C o u n t y  

requested i n t e r i m  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  i n t e r s t a t e  NECA ACCef3S Serv ice  

T a r i f f  for b i l l i n g  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n  s e r v i c e  f o r  i n t r a s t a t e  i n t e r I A T A  

use .  The Commission is of the o p i n i o n  t h a t  Duo C o u n t y ' s  r e q u e s t  
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to h a v e  t h e  June 1985  NECA t a r i f f  approved o n  a n  interim basis 

pending a f i n a l  Order c o n c e r n i n g  b i l l i n g  and c o l l e c t i o n s  i s  

appxopr i a t e  and therefore s h o u l d  b e  approved.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t :  

1 .  Duo County and any o t h e r  LEC e x c e p t  C i n c i n n a t i  Bell, 

GTE, and SCB u s i n g  t h e  NECA Access Services T a r i f f  € o r  b i l l i n g  and 

c o l l e c t i o n s  may concur  w i t h  the  NECA t a r i f f  effective June 1985, 

o n  an i n t e r i m  basis u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  a s  t h e  Commission issues a 

f i n a l  Order c o n c e r n i n g  b i l l i n g  and c o l l e c t i o n s .  

Done a t  F r a n k f o r t ,  Kentucky, t h i s  10th day of February, 1986. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

#- 

ATTEST: 

Secretary 


